
 

Announcing the  

2012 FCS Choral Composition Contest 

 

The Fairfax Choral Society announces a special Choral Composition Competition for young composers ages 18-35.  The 
winner of the contest will win a prize of $1,000 and will have their piece featured in FCS concert Christmas with FCS: 
Caroling through the Ages on December 1, 2012 at Vienna Presbyterian Church, Vienna, VA.  All submissions must be 
received via email (contest@fairfaxchoralsociety.org) or postal mail (4028 Hummer Rd. Annandale, VA 22003) by 
11:59pm on October 5, 2012. 

Guidelines for the Fairfax Choral Society Young Composers Commissioning Contest 

1. The contest is open to anyone ages 18-35. 
2. The piece must be an unpublished, never performed, SATB arrangement, 3-5 minutes in length. 

a. The piece may also be a new arrangement of a public domain carol. 
3. The piece may be unaccompanied, or have piano, organ, and/or one solo instrument. 
4. The language of the piece must be English or Latin. 
5. The piece must be appropriate for performance in a Christmas concert, however a religious theme is not necessary. 
6. Text of the piece must be in the public domain or the composer must have proof of permission to use the text in the 

composition. 
7. Submissions are accepted in one of the following forms: Finale or Sibeleus are preferred, however PDF files and original 

manuscripts will also be accepted.  Manuscripts will not be returned. 
8. All submissions will be reviewed without prejudice; all composers’ names will be withheld from the judges.  Composer must 

remove his/her name from the score, including the copyright.  A pseudonym is not necessary. 
9. Composers must also submit a resume and biography, which will be withheld from judges during the competition. 
10. All submissions must be received via postal mail or email at 11:59pm on October 5, 2012. 
11. FCS Staff and immediate family members are not eligible. 
12. A $1,000 prize will be awarded to the winning composer.  This prize is all inclusive and no other expenses shall be paid to 

the composer. 
13. FCS reserves the right to perform the world premiere of the piece.  Any performance prior to the FCS world premiere would 

result in a forfeiture of the prize. 
14. The composer retains the right to the piece, however FCS reserves the right to an inscription if the piece is published. 
15. FCS reserves the right not to award a prize, and if necessary, reopen the contest. 

 


